
 
Early Childhood Education Programs 

 
 

Research demonstrates that the early years of a child’s life are extremely important and 
often determinative of future success.  During these years, children develop a broad base of 
knowledge, cognitive and social-emotional skills. These are years of rapid brain growth, when a 
child's brain reaches 90% of its adult size.  Without adequate support, from good maternal health 
and prenatal care, to appropriate childhood stimulation and early education, children can fall far 
behind in their academic and social skills before they even reach kindergarten. Children provided 
with high-quality preschool development and educational activities, at home and in other 
environments have substantially increased chances of succeeding in school and in life.  Research 
correlates these activities with a decreased likelihood of being held back a grade, of needing 
special education and an increased rate of graduation from high school. 
 The Woodstock School District becomes actively involved in each child’s education at an 
early age.  In an effort to provide families a comprehensive list of the early childhood education 
programs available in the Woodstock district we have assembled a list of programs below.  For 
further information about any of these programs or for a copy of the state endorsed school 
readiness standards, please feel free to contact Mrs. Lustila at the Woodstock Public Schools.   
 
Birth to Three 

Birth to Three is a program run by the State that offers early identification and 
intervention for children who may have a disability or be developmentally delayed.  Eligible 
children receive an at-home evaluation, and a variety of professional services tailored to their 
developmental needs.  The program encourages a collaborative approach with the child’s 
guardians in the home environment.  If the child is still experiencing developmental delays or a 
disability when s/he turns three, the Birth to Three program will refer the child to the school 
district to facilitate the continuation of services.   
 
Preschool Screening 

The Woodstock School District offers a preschool screening for 4 year olds in the 
community.  The school invites a small group of children to come in on a scheduled morning and 
play with the pre-kindergarten teacher, the teacher assistants, and the speech and language 
therapist.  During this time the children are screened for cognitive, motor and speech and 
language development.  The nurse screens the children’s eyes and the ears.  If the school has any 
concerns, the child is asked to return for a second screening.  If the concerns remain, the child is 
referred to special education for an evaluation and possible services.   
 
School Readiness Grant 

Woodstock was identified as one of the 50 poorest towns in CT and subsequently 
received a 5-year grant of $107,000 per year to assist qualifying families with the expense of 
preschool.  Identified slots at Northwood Childcare and The Children's Center are funded by this 
grant and the payment terms for the parents are set by the federal government's income 
guidelines.  The grant provides not only tuition support to the families, but also parent in-service 
and teacher in-service training, supplies, equipment, materials to the local libraries and related 
services like occupational therapy, speech and language support and yoga that are relevant to 



young children. The School Readiness Council meets periodically to determine family eligibility 
and monitor the grant disbursements.  Committee representation includes Woodstock school 
staff, Board of Education representation, the First Selectperson, the town recreation director, 
public library personnel, parents, and members of the designated community preschools.   
  
Woodstock Public School Pre-Kindergarten 

The school based Pre-Kindergarten is a special education program for children 3 to 5 
years of age who, through the evaluation process, have been identified with a disability that 
impacts their overall development.  Children who qualify for this program have an Individual 
Education Plan.  Additionally, in order to provide peer role models for the identified special 
education population, the district holds a Pre-K lottery.  Every year all children who are four or 
turning four, and who are not eligible for kindergarten, have the opportunity to be part of the 
lottery.  The district typically offers 12 to 18 students spots via this lottery in the district Pre-K 
program.   
 
 
Early Elementary School Structural Options 
 

The Woodstock Public Schools are able to offer parents several options as young students 
move into grade school.  “Looping,” in which a kindergarten class remains with the same teacher 
into first grade is offered every two years to a kindergarten section.  Looping provides two year 
relationship of continuity with a single teacher.   

Alternatively, three sections of Multi-age classes are offered for first and second graders.  
A student enters the multi-age class as a “younger,” or first grader and remains in the class until 
s/he is an “older,” or second grader.  The different ages allow for unique learning experiences in 
which the older children often mentor the younger ones.  In order to enter the multi-age 
classroom a parent in Kindergarten must request it.   
 Finally, many parents prefer the benefits of a traditionally structured first and second 
grade class progression.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Multi-age Thanksgiving Play  
 
  Every year, each of the three Multi-age classrooms performs the play "The Feast of 
Thanksgiving."  This year the students transformed the school lobby into a Pilgrim Village set in 
the year 1621.  The "olders" (second graders) were the Pilgrims while the "youngers" (first 
graders) were the Native Americans.  The students memorized their lines and learned how to 
project their voices while developing stage confidence and poise during numerous rehearsals.  
Each year the students alternate studying the Pilgrims and the Native Americans so that when 
they leave Multi-age classroom they have studied both units.  The Multi-age classrooms have 
performed this play for the past 12 years and each year it helps the students experience the 
reasons why we celebrate Thanksgiving.  For example, the students enact how the Pilgrims 
survived with the help of Squanto and his friends and learn what types of foods the Native 
Americans helped the Pilgrims harvest.  Just before Thanksgiving, 66 students performed in the 
three play performances.   

This year, the Thanksgiving lessons were brought to life through a reenactment by “Mr. 
Edward Winslow” who spoke to the Multi-age classrooms about life for young people on 
Plimoth Plantation in 1621.  Gratitude is owed to the Woodstock Education Foundation for 
funding this enriching experience. 

Thank you to Mrs. Roccisano, Mrs. Robbins and Mrs. Ribaudo as well as the students, 
parents and the Woodstock Education Foundation for making the Multi-age Thanksgiving plays 
so successful.   

 


